Minutes of Wokefield Parish Council Quarterly Meeting
20th May 2026 held in the Courtyard Room, Wokefield Place, 
De Vere Wokefield Estate, Goodboys Lane, Reading, England, RG7 3AE


	 A
	Open Forum
Nothing was put forward.

	

	B
	Present:
Cllr Richard Thorne (RT)
Cllr Chris Faulkner (CF)
Cllr Jim Thompson (JT)
In attendance:
Ms Di Leighton (Clerk)
Meeting opened at:  1942hrs

	

	1
	Apologies, Absences and Quorum
a) Apologies: Cllr Nick Carter (NC), Cllr Vicky Poole (VP)
b) Absences: Cllr Geoff Mayes (GM)
c) Quorum: The Chair declared the Meeting to be quorate

	

	2
	Declarations of Interest by Councillors

Previous actions 26 Jan 2026:
Action: DL to request form and the process from WBC / NALC - Done
Action: Jim to send pdf of previously signed forms - No longer applicable as superseded by new action

New action 20 May 2026:
Jim to test the new WBC system for publishing declarations of interest
Once we have done the test, Chris and Richard to sign the new forms

	






JT
CF / RT

	3
	Minutes of the quarterly Council Meeting held on 26th January 2026

These were reviewed at today’s meeting and it was agreed they were a correct record of the meeting. They will be printed, then signed by the Chair.

	

DL / CF

	4
	Matters Arising

4a Matters Arising from 18 January 2023 & 29th January 2025

9 – Hedging

Background: Can we use the members’ bid to pay for beyond verge cutting on council owned stretches of road - the feedback is yes we probably could. JT has sent NC a members’ bid to put in. JT sent NC the latest members bid information on 24th September. NC replied on 30th September that "I’ve asked the officers to re-confirm they are happy and hopefully this will get approved." NC confirmed in January 2026 we would be unable to use the members bid for this.

Action 26 Jan 2026: DL to ask NC why we cannot use the member’s bid
Update 20 May 2026: C/F

Action 26 Jan 2026: JT consolidate hedging information for newsletter and circulate for comment
Update 20 May 2026: Done, matter closed

9 - Trees

Background: Regarding trees in Wokefield and their ownership. Paul Hendry (PH) offered to host a zoom call to look at trees in the parish. JT emailed him about the trees in Wokefield but not received a reply. PH had sent out an email to Parish Councils  in January regarding trees in West Berkshire gauging interest to do a survey to do remedial work. JT was hoping to get some views from him as to who is responsible for the trees in our common land in the parish. The common land is not reflected on the West Berks map. Not termed common land, it is called Village Green. There is not a category for that in the West Berks map. NC to raise this as well.
 
Update 22 Oct 2025: JT awaiting response from Paul Hendry and Nick Carter regarding trees in Wokefield and their ownership.
Action 22 Oct 2025: NC to reply
Update 26 Jan 2026: DL to chase NC for reply
Update 20 May 2026: C/F

4b Matters Arising from 11 November 2023

11 - Any Other Business - Pitchkettle Farm

JT asked about enforcement action. 
NC asked Bob Drey the development Manager on 15th May and has asked for an update from the enforcement team. 
VP – Fenella, who was the enforcement officer, comes out and does inspections. 
VP to speak to Fenella to add to her list.
CF – Permitted development application may be made after 10 years. Time is ticking by. Original application in 2022. 
NC will reply to Bob to chase again and cc VP.  
Update 20 May 2026: Enforcement action taken to remove. Building has been removed - matter closed

4c Matters Arising from 25th October 2026

10 - Any Other Business

Action 22 Oct 2025: Jim going to AWE local liaison committee meeting on site to ask about plans to secure electricity from green sources
Update 26 Jan 2026: Carried forward
Update 20 May 2026: No update as Jim was unable to attend meeting - no minutes yet for that meeting. C/F

4d Matters Arising from 26th January 2026

8 - Precept 2026-2027

Action 26 Jan 2026: £3500 precept value to be submitted
Includes extra hrs for clerk and hedge trimming, new website costs (unexpected site)
Update 20 May 2026: Clerk confirmed Parish Precept was returned to WBC - Done

9 - Website & Email

EMAIL

Action 26 Jan 2026: Set a rule on clerk hotmail to divert email to new email address 
Update 20 May 2026: Done

Action 26 Jan 2026: Public Executive emails to be unsubscribed
Update 20 May 2026: Done

WEBSITE
 
Actions 26 Jan 2026: 
Confirm what policies we are obliged to publish according to .gov.uk - Done
Under noticeboards - add content - Done
Add Favicon with WPC icon - Still to be done, C/F
Publishing previous Annual return details - Still to be done, C/F (CHECK THIS IS CORRECT STATUS)





10 - Noticeboards

Chris proposed that we appoint a local noteboard monitor to look after boards and content
Action 26 Jan 2026: Advertising in newsletter
Update 20 May 2026: Done

Action 22 Oct 2025: Di to look at Burghfield and Mortimer adverts to contact them
Inc BCSA - Feel free to put personal notices on the other side
Update 26 Jan 2026: Hold till next meeting
Update 20 May 2026: Closed

Action 26 Jan 2026: Add to newsletter: 
· New initiative: Find out the extent of this problem caused by the 3-weekly collection
· How can we reduce waste and become more environmentally friendly? WWF Footprint Calculator - https://footprint.wwf.org.uk/
· Sustainable fuel pump is live at Thorne £4.50 litre
Update 20 May 2026: Closed


11 - Salt Bins

Getting more salt in stock and bins being added to.
Action 26 Jan 2026: DL to Let Warrick know it is done and will add more
Update 20 May 2026: Done


13 - Members Bid

Background: Can we use the members’ bid to pay for beyond verge cutting on council owned stretches of road - the feedback is yes we probably could. JT has sent NC a members’ bid to put in. JT sent NC the latest members bid information on 24th September. NC replied on 30th September that "I’ve asked the officers to re-confirm they are happy and hopefully this will get approved."
NC confirmed in January 2026 we would be unable to use the members bid for this.
Action 26 Jan 2026: DL to ask NC why we cannot use the member’s bid
Update 20 May 2026: C/F


14 - AOB

Running behind in roadworks
Actions 26 Jan 2026: 
JT to ask again to make diversion signs more informative
Richard to contact engineer re signing that James Lane businesses are open as usual
Update 20 May 2026: Done
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	5
	District Councillors’ Reports 

26 Jan 2026: NC has circulated his report - JT to add link to website
Update 20 May 2026: Done

No District Councillors were present at the meeting. 

	


JT

	6
	Financial Matters

6.1 Review of payments and account balance

Opening balance 2nd January 2026 stood at £3,967.43

Payments made since last meeting:
· TEEC Website £777.60
· Clerk Salary Jan-Mar 2026 £300.00
· Clarke PAYE Tax Jan-Mar 2026 £75.00

Deposits since last meeting:
· None

Clerk presented bank statements showing payments going through.


6.2 Authorisation for future payments
· HALC Membership £79.88
· DL salary £100.00 per month
· PAYE tax £25.00 per month

Proposed by:  Cllr Richard Thorne
Seconded by:  Cllr Jim Thompson
In Agreement:  All
These were approved for payment.

Action 20 May 2026: SF/DL to make payments through bank 

Action 26 Jan 2026: Di to complete new signature page of bank application - with Chris/Richard to sign as signatories - and return to bank. 
Update 20 May 2026: C/F

	

























SF / DL

DL / CF
/ RT

	7
	Planning Matters

Mortimer-Burghfield Cycleway/Footpath
We’ve been approached by Stratfield Mortimer Parish Council regarding  contribution towards Phase C delivery. We will offer to make a modest financial contribution to the cost of £350 (this represents 10% of this year’s Precept) - JT to respond with this offer.

Tree Preservation Orders
As a result of 2 planning apps in Goring lane which were rejected, tree preservation orders have been placed on 2 trees adjacent to Oak Tree Cottage.

	




JT

	8
	Vacancies for Parish Councillors

Actions: Advertise in Parish newsletter and on noticeboards - will be included in newsletter (JT) (still in progress), Website (JT) and on noticeboards (CF) 
Update 20 May 2026: Done

We have 3 candidates for new Parish Councillors: Jenny Jones, Darren Flaxman and Steve French. It is proposed that we co-opt 2 of them for the current 2 vacancies and advertise another vacancy when Richard formally resigns.

Action 20 May 2026:  CF to meet with Jenny Jones and Darren Flaxman this week. 

	

JT / CF






CF

	9
	Code of Conduct Adoption

Code of Conduct revised with revision history was signed by CF, Chairman

	

	10
	Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) - Submission & Use of Funds

Action: Add name of WPC to CIL report

CF walked through the CIL Report 2025-26. All agreed this can be submitted
Action 20 May 2026: Di to submit

	

DL


DL

	11
	Report of Meeting with TVP

Thames Valley police have recently reorganised neighbourhood policing and a team of 7 managed by an inspector are responsible for our area. Councillors Faulkner & Thompson met a PCSO who briefed them on these arrangements and the steps that TVP are taking to engage with the general public. Subject to TVP approval, Wokefield Parish will publish information on its web site on Neighbourhood Policing which will help to raise visibility.

JT learnt that TVP won’t log accidents where no injury or driving offence
Action 20 May 2026: JT to write to the NAG about it, engage with TVP to change their system, and write to DCs.

JT produced text for potential entry on website to make it clear to parishioners - to direct them - to make neighbourhood policing more visible.

	








JT

	12
	Review of Success of Newsletter

Newsletter has resulted in candidates to co-opt, noticeboard monitors, feedback on crashes and attendance at APA.
	

	13
	Noticeboard Monitors

Action 20 May 2026: JT to write to all three with thank you and advise need to secure keys, and parish councillor will get in touch as soon as we have them.

Action 20 May 2026: DL to send apologies in response to duplicate monitor offer as parish councillors had not yet met to consider applications, and to acknowledge our appreciation.

	

JT


DL

	14
	Any Other Business
None

	

	11
	Date of Next Meeting

Wednesday 15th July 2026 @ 7.30pm 
Wednesday 7th October 2026 @ 7.30pm
Wednesday 13th January 2026 @ 7.30pm
Wednesday 12th May 2027 @ 7.30pm following the APA

	


	
	Meeting Declared Closed
Time:  2234hrs

	




Chairman’s signature: …………………………………………….    Date: …………………………………….
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